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the child to sleep on his back in between them in their bed. He was found deceased in the 
morning. No criminal charges were filed as a result of this fatality. DCS substantiated envi-
ronment life and health endangering and death due to neglect against mother and father.

•	 A 4-year-old died as a result of blunt force trauma after a vehicular accident. The child 
was a passenger in a vehicle with his five siblings and stepfather. Prior to driving the chil-
dren, Stepfather drank several beers at the residence where the children were. Stepfather 
placed the child and his sister in the front seat and the remaining children in the back-
seat. The child was not in a car seat nor was he wearing a safety belt. It was reported that 
Stepfather left his lane of travel and struck an oncoming vehicle. Beer cans were found in 
the vehicle, and Stepfather’s blood tested positive for THC and alcohol at .155 percent at 
the time of the accident. No charges were filed, as Stepfather passed away from injuries 
sustained during the accident. DCS substantiated environment life and health endanger-
ing and death due to neglect against Stepfather.

•	 An 8-year-old child died as a result of blunt force trauma after a vehicular accident. The 
child was a passenger in a vehicle with her five siblings and father. Prior to driving the 
children, Father drank several beers at the residence where the children were. Father 
placed the child and her brother in the front seat and the remaining children in the 
backseat. The child was not in a booster seat nor was she wearing a safety belt. It was 
reported that Father left his lane of travel and struck an oncoming vehicle. Beer cans 
were found in the vehicle, and Father’s blood tested positive for THC and alcohol at .155 
percent at the time of the accident. No charges were filed, as Father passed away from 
injuries sustained during the accident. DCS substantiated environment life and health 
endangering and death due to neglect against Father.

•	 A 5-year-old child died as a result of patchy bronchopneumonia and malnutrition. The child 
suffered from numerous medical conditions, including requiring a trachea and feeding from a 
G-tube. On the day of the child’s death, the child was dropped off at her grandmother’s home 
in her car seat. Grandmother indicated she did not take the child out, because the child did not 
like to be held, but she noticed the child to have pale skin and fixed eyes, so she called Mother 
to return to the home. When Mother returned, she determined the child’s trachea was blocked 
and gave the child CPR. The child aspirated, and 911 was contacted. At autopsy, the child 
was found to be malnourished with a lack of food residue in her stomach. It was determined 
through investigation that parents had not maintained proper medical treatment for the child 
and were not feeding the child her formula as medically prescribed. There was also evidence 
the child was routinely left in her pack and play in a room alone for a majority of the day. The 
parents were charged with neglect of a dependent; neglect of a dependent resulting in bodily 
injury; neglect of a dependent resulting in serious bodily injury; and neglect of a dependent 
resulting in death. Mother pleaded guilty to neglect of a dependent and reckless homicide. 
Father’s trial was scheduled for September 2018. DCS substantiated medical neglect; environ-
ment life and health endangering; and death due to neglect against the mother and father. 

•	 An 18-month-old child died as a result of multiple skull fractures and severe brain in-
jury after being hit by an SUV in her apartment parking lot. The child was leaving the 
apartment playground with her mother in the early evening. Mother indicated she was 
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walking no more than 6 feet in front of the child in the parking lot and that the child was 
behind her with two other children. The SUV that hit the child was illegally parked, and 
after Mother walked past it, it began to back out to let another driver out of the parking 
space. It was at this time the vehicle struck the child. There were no criminal charges as a 
result of this fatality. DCS substantiated against Mother for lack of supervision and death 
due to neglect against Mother.

•	 A 4-year-old died as a result of blunt injuries of head and neck after being hit by a vehicle. 
While the child and his mother were at the gas station, Mother left the child in his car seat 
in the backseat while she ran into the gas station. The vehicle was parked next to a gas 
pump, and the car was locked; however, the child exited the car, and as he made his way 
into the gas station, he was hit by a vehicle in the parking lot. There were no charges filed 
as a result of this fatality. DCS substantiated lack of supervision and death due to neglect 
against Mother.

•	 An 8-year-old died as a result of complications of appendicitis after the parents failed 
to seek medical attention for the child. The child had excruciating side pain for several 
days prior to the parents seeking holistic medicine as an option for the child. The child’s 
parents indicated they knew the child was in excruciating pain, had a fever with several 
days of vomiting and was unable to walk. The parents acknowledged they researched 
the child’s symptoms, and the child’s symptoms reminded Father of the time he was hav-
ing an appendicitis attack. Father researched online treatment of the attack and in lieu 
of seeking medical attention for the child provided garlic as an alternative. Several days 
into the attack, the child’s appendix ruptured, and the child passed away. There were no 
charges filed as a result of this fatality. DCS substantiated medical neglect and death due 
to neglect against Mother and Father.

•	 A 1-year-old child died as a result of multiple blunt force injuries after a car accident. The 
child was riding in an overcrowded vehicle driven by Father when Father crossed the 
center line and engaged in a head-on collision with another vehicle. Father was killed on 
impact but smelled of alcohol at the scene. He was driving on the wrong side of the road 
without headlights on at night. The child was found in an unrestrained car seat to have 
a number of injuries that ultimately led to death. Mother was a passenger in the vehicle 
at the time of the incident. There were no charges filed in this case, as the father was 
deceased. DCS substantiated environment life and health endangering and death due to 
neglect against the mother and father.

•	 A 2-year-year old child died as a result of asphyxia due to drowning. The child was being 
watched by his great aunt while his parents were working. The child was playing in the 
great aunt’s backyard while she was mowing the lawn. As the great aunt made a path 
around a large tree, the child left the yard through a gate that connected the back yard to 
a neighbor’s yard. The gate had become unlatched earlier in the day. Great Aunt noticed 
the child was missing after several minutes, phoned law enforcement, and the child was 
found to have drowned in the neighbor’s pool. There were no criminal charges filed as 
a result of this fatality. DCS substantiated lack of supervision and death due to neglect 
against the great aunt.
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County of Occurrence for Abuse and Neglect Fatalities 

County Name Abuse Neglect Total
Allen 0 3 3
Boone 1 0 1
Cass 0 1 1
Clark 0 1 1
Clinton 2 0 2
Deaborn 0 1 1
Delaware 0 1 1
Elkhart 1 2 3
Greene 0 1 1
Hamilton 0 1 1
Hancock 1 0 1
Henry 2 0 2
Huntington 0 1 1
Jackson 0 1 1
Jay 1 0 1
Johnson 2 0 2
Lake 1 0 1
LaPorte 0 1 1
Madison 1 0 1
Marion 4 10 14
Marshall 1 1 2
Miami 1 0 1
Monroe 1 0 1
Montgomery 1 0 1
Noble 0 1 1
Ripley 1 0 1
Saint Joseph 0 1 1
Scott 0 2 2
Spencer 0 1 1
Starke 0 1 1
Tippecanoe 1 2 3
Vigo 1 1 2
Wabash 0 1 1
Wayne 1 0 1

Totals 24 34 59
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Assessment Statistics of Investigations by Other Agencies—All Children

Abuse Neglect Total

All Child Fatalities 24 35 59

Coroner Cases 24 34 58

Autopsies Performed 24 28 52

Scene investigated by coroner. 8 12 20

Scene investigated by Law Enforcement. 22 30 52

Scene investigated by fire investigator. 0 0 0

Emergency Medical Services was on scene. 17 33 50

* The table above summarizes for all children information of coroner involvements, autopsies 
performed, and agency investigations.

State Fiscal Year 2016
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Manner and Major Category of Death—All Children

Manner of Death Count %
Accident 25 42%
Homicide 24 41%

Natural 4 7%
Undetermined 6 10%

Total 59 100%

Manner of Death by Age

The “Manner of Death” displayed on this page was obtained 
from state death certificates.

					   

Age–Manner of Death

Under one - Accident 6 10%
Under one - Homicide 17 29%
Under one - Natural 2 3%
Under one - Undetermined 3 5%
1 - Accident 7 12%
1 - Undetermined 1 2%
2 - Accident 3 5%
2 - Homicide 2 3%
2 - Undetermined 1 2%
3 - Accident 2 3%
3 - Homicide 1 2%
3 - Undetermined 1 2%
4 - Accident 2 3%
5 - Accident 1 2%
5 - Homicide 1 2%
5 - Natural 1 2%
6 - Accident 1 2%
8 - Accident 1 2%
8 - Natural 1 2%
10 to 12 - Accident 1 2%
10 to 12 - Homicide 3 5%
13 to 17 - Accident 1 2%

Total 59 100%

Major Catagory of Death

Major Category of Death Count %
From a medical condition 3 5%
From an external cause of injury 54 92%
Undetermined if injury or medical 2 3%

Total 59 100%

*The categories above were established by the National MCH Center for 
Child Death Review and were determined by DCS based on cause 
of death.
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Cause of Death—All Children

Primary Cause of Death Count %
Asphyxia 8 14%
Drowning 6 10%
Motor vehicle and other transport 12 20%
Other medical condition 3 5%
Poisoning, overdose or acute intoxication 1 2%
Unknown 2 3%
Weapon, including body part 27 46%

Total 59 100%

Cause of Death

Number of Children

Asphyxia

Drowning

Motor vehicle and other transport

Other medical condition

Poisoning, overdose or acute intoxication

Unknown

Weapon, including body part
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Abuse Statistics—Demographic Characteristics of the Child

Race of Child Count %
American Indian 1 4%

Multi-racial 2 8%
Black, African-American 2 8%

White 19 79%
Total 24 100%

Ethnicity of Child Count %
Not Hispanic or Latino 23 96%

Hispanic or Latino 1 4%
Total 24 100%

				  

Gender of Child Count %
Female 12 50%

Male 12 50%
Total 24 100%

				  

Age of Child

Race of Child

Ethnicity of Child

Gender of Child

Age of Child Count %
Under one 16 67%

2 3 13%
3 2 8%
5 1 4%

10 to 12 2 8%
Total 24 100%
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Abuse Statistics—Characteristics of the Case

Primary Cause of Death Count %
Weapon, including body part 24 100%

Total 24 100%

State Fiscal Year 2015
Detailed Information of Cause of Death Count %
Firearm 2 8%
Person's body part 22 92%

Total 24 100%

State Fiscal Year 2015
Type of Abuse Count %
Abusive head trauma 22 92%
Beating/kicking 7 29%
Gunshot wounds 2 8%

Total Deaths 24 100%

Cause of Death

Detailed Information of Cause of Death

Type of Abuse

*A child may have experienced more than one type of abuse.
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Abuse Statistics—Characteristics of the Household

State Fiscal Year 2016
Location of Incident Count %
Child’s home 19 79%
Friend’s home 1 4%
Licensed foster care home 1 4%
Unlicensed day care home 3 13%

Total 24 100%

State Fiscal Year 2016
Caregiver 1 Count %

Employed 17 71%
On disability 0 0%
Retired 0 0%
Stay-at-home 3 13%
Unemployed 4 17%
Unknown 0 0%

Total 24 100%

State Fiscal Year 2016
Caregiver 1 Count %

Less than high school 2 8%
High school 10 42%
College 2 8%
Post graduate 0 0%
Unknown 10 42%

Total 24 100%

State Fiscal Year 2016
Caregiver 2 Count %

Less than high school 1 4%
High school 9 39%
College 2 9%
Post graduate 0 0%
Unknown 11 48%

Total 23 100%

State Fiscal Year 2016
Caregiver 2 Count %

Employed 14 61%
On disability 1 4%
Retired 0 0%
Stay-at-home 1 4%
Unemployed 7 30%
Unknown 0 0%

Total 23 100%

State Fiscal Year 2016
Other Children in Household Count %
No 10 42%
Yes 14 58%

Total 24 100%

Location of Incident

Caregiver Employment Status

Caregiver Education Level

Other Children in Household

*Not all children had a secondary caregiver.

*A child may have experienced abuse in more than one location.
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Abuse Statistics—Characteristics of the Perpetrator

State Fiscal Year 2016
Age Count %

20-24 14 42%
25-29 6 18%
30-34 6 18%
40-49 6 18%
50+ 1 3%

Total 33 100%

Age of the Perpetrator

*A child’s death may have been caused by more than one perpetrator.

State Fiscal Year 2016
Gender Count %

Female 15 45%
Male 18 55%

Total 33 100%

Gender of Perpetrator

*A child’s death may have been caused by more than one perpetrator.
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State Fiscal Year 2016
Relationship Count %

Babysitter 5 15%
Biological parent 20 61%
Father’s partner 1 3%
Foster parent 2 6%
Mother's partner 3 9%
Other 2 6%

Total 33 100%

Relationship of Perpetrator to Child

*A child’s death may have been caused by more than one perpetrator.
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Abuse Statistics—Victim Stress Factors

Victim Stress Factors

State Fiscal Year 2016
Stress Factor Count
Child had acute illness in the two weeks before death 4
Child had history of child maltreatment as victim 1
Child had prior disability or chronic illness 2
Child had problems in school 1
Child has been homeless 1
Residence overcrowded 1

Total 10

0 1 2 3 4 5

Child had acute illness in the two weeks before death

Child had history of child maltreatment as victim

Child had prior disability or chronic illness

Child had problems in school

Child has been homeless

Residence overcrowded

Number of Children

*A child may have more than one stress factor, if any.
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Abuse Statistics—Caregiver Stress Factors

A caregiver may have had more than one stress factor, if any.

State Fiscal Year 2016
Stress Factor Count
Caregiver education level less than high school 2
Caregiver has disability or chronic illness 3
Caregiver has history of child maltreatment as victim 4
Caregiver has history of intimate partner violence as perpetrator 2
Caregiver has history of intimate partner violence as victim 3
Caregiver has history of substance abuse 7
Caregiver unemployed 4
Insufficient income 16
New residence in past 30 days 2
Residence overcrowded 1

Total 44

Caregiver 1 Stress Factors

Number of Children
0 4 8 12 16 20

Caregiver education level less than high school

Caregiver has disability or chronic illness

Caregiver has history of child maltreatment as victim

Caregiver has history of intimate partner violence as perpetrator

Caregiver has history of intimate partner violence as victim

Caregiver has history of substance abuse

Caregiver unemployed

Insu�cient income

New residence in past 30 days

Residence overcrowded
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A caregiver may have had more than one stress factor, if any.

Abuse Statistics—Caregiver Stress Factors (Cont’d)

State Fiscal Year 2016
Stress Factor Count
Caregiver education level is less than high school 1
Caregiver has disability or chronic illness 3
Caregiver has history of child maltreatment as victim 2
Caregiver has history of intimate partner violence as perpetrator 2
Caregiver has history of intimate partner violence as victim 1
Caregiver has history of substance abuse 10
Caregiver unemployed 7
Insufficient income 9
New residence in past 30 days 2
Residence overcrowded 1

Total 38

Caregiver 2 Stress Factors

Number of Children
0 3 6 9 12

Caregiver education level less than high school

Caregiver has disability or chronic illness

Caregiver has history of child maltreatment as victim

Caregiver has history of intimate partner violence as perpetrator
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Caregiver has history of substance abuse

Caregiver unemployed
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0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14

Neglect Statistics—Demographic Characteristics of the Child

Age of Child Count %
Under one 12 34%

1 8 23%
2 3 9%
3 2 6%
4 2 6%
5 2 6%
6 1 3%
8 2 6%

10-12 2 6%
13-17 1 3%
Total 35 100%

Race of Child Count %
Multi-racial 4 11%

Black, African American 5 14%
White 26 74%
Total 35 100%

				  

Ethnicity of Child Count %
Hispanic or Latino 5 14%

Not Hispanic or Latino 30 86%
Total 35 100%

				  

Gender of Child Count %
Female 18 51%

Male 17 49%
Total 35 100%

				  

Age of Child
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Neglect Statistics—Characteristics of the Case

Primary Cause of Death Count %
Asphyxia 8 23%
Drowning 6 17%
Motor vehicle and other transport 12 34%
Other medical condition 3 9%
Poisoning, overdose or acute intoxication 1 3%
Undetermined 2 6%
Weapon, including body part 3 9%

Total 35 100%

Detailed Information of Cause of Death Count %
Drowning 6 18%
Firearm 3 9%
Medical Condition 3 9%
Poisoned: Other 1 3%
Strangulation 1 3%
Suffocation 7 21%
Vehicle 12 36%

Total 33 100%

Cause of Death

Detailed Information of Cause of Death

*Total does not include deaths by undetermined cause.
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*A child may have experienced more than one type of neglect.

Neglect Statistics—Characteristics of the Case (Cont’d)

Type of Neglect Count %
Child died after asphyxiating in a 
broken crib

1 1%

Child died after becoming septic 
from ruptured appendix

1 1%

Child died after being shot by sibling 
with unsecured firearm

1 1%

Child died after being struck by 
vehicle

5 7%

Child died after falling out of 
mother’s bed and onto plastic bag

1 1%

Child died after finding and 
ingesting prescription morphine left 
on floor of home

1 1%

Child died due to asphyxia, but 
circumstances of the death include 
malnutrition and dehydration

1 1%

Child died due to pneumonia 1 1%
Child from mechanical asphyxia after 
being improperly restrained in car 
seat

1 1%

Child died in ATV accident 1 1%
Child died in motor vehicle accident 6 8%
Child died when trach became 
dislodged during bath 

1 1%

Child died while sleeping with 
impaired caregiver

6 8%

Child drowned in bathtub 4 6%
Child drowned in pool 2 3%
Child shot self with unsecured 
firearm

2 3%

Type of Neglect Count %
Failure to provide necessities - 
appropriate restraint while in vehicle

3 4%

Failure to provide necessities - 
appropriate sleep environment

8 11%

Failure to provide necessities - 
appropriate supervision

15 21%

Failure to provide necessities - 
caregivers did not seek medical care 
for child

1 1%

Failure to provide necessities - child 
birthed into bathtub and mother did 
not attempt to help child

1 1%

Failure to provide necessities - failure 
to supervise while riding ATV

1 1%

Failure to provide necessities - father 
failed to provide a safe vehicle and 
sober transportation for child

1 1%

Failure to provide necessities - food 1 1%
Failure to provide necessities - proper 
nutrition and medical treatment

2 3%

Failure to provide necessities - sober 
driver 

2 3%

Failure to seek/follow treatment - 
supervisor failed to follow medical 
plan of care for medically fragile 
child

1 1%
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Neglect Statistics—Characteristics of the Household

State Fiscal Year 2016
Location Count %
Child's home 17 49%
College dorm room 1 3%
Driveway 2 6%
Friend’s home 1 3%
Licensed day care center 1 3%
Relative foster care home 1 3%
Relative's home 4 11%
Roadway 6 17%
Speedway gas station parking lot 1 3%
Unlicensed day care home 1 3%

Total 35 100%

State Fiscal Year 2016
Caregiver 1 Count %

Employed 12 34%
On disability 0 0%
Retired 0 0%
Stay-at home 4 11%
Unemployed 8 23%
Unknown 11 31%

Total 35 100%

State Fiscal Year 2016
Caregiver 1 Count %

Less than high school 0 0%
High school 8 23%
College 3 9%
Post graduate 0 0%
Unknown 24 69%

Total 35 100%

State Fiscal Year 2016
Caregiver 2 Count %

Less than high school 0 0%
High school 4 15%
College 1 4%
Post graduate 0 0%
Unknown 21 81%

Total 26 100%

State Fiscal Year 2016
Caregiver 2 Count %

Employed 16 62%
On disability 0 0%
Retired 0 0%
Stay-at home 0 0%
Unemployed 2 8%
Unknown 8 31%

Total 26 100%

State Fiscal Year 2016
Other Children in Household Count %
No 8 23%
Unknown 1 3%
Yes 26 74%

Total 35 100%

Location of Incident

Caregiver Employment Status

Caregiver Education Level

Other Children in Household

*Not all children had a secondary caregiver.

*A child may have experienced neglect in more than one location.
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Neglect Statistics—Characteristics of the Perpetrator

Age of Perpetrator Age of Perpetrator

State Fiscal Year 2016
Age Count %

16-19 2 4%
20-24 11 23%
25-29 6 13%
30-34 12 26%
35-39 4 9%
40-49 6 13%
50+ 6 13%

Total Perpetrators 47 100%

*A child’s death may have been caused by more than one perpetrator.

State Fiscal Year 2016
Relationship Count %

Babysitter 1 4%
Biological parent 33 84%
Grandparent 2 4%
Licensed child care worker 1 2%
Mother's partner 3 4%
Other 4 4%
Other relative 1 4%
Sibling 1 4%
Step parent 1 2%

Total 47 100%

Relationship of Perpetrator to Child

*A child’s death may have been caused by more than one perpetrator.

State Fiscal Year 2016
Gender Count %

Female 30 64%
Male 17 36%

Total 47 100%

Gender of Perpetrator

*A child’s death may have been caused by more than one perpetrator.

Age 
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Neglect Statistics—Victim Stress Factors

Victim Stress Factors

*A child may have more than one stress factor, if any.

Number of Children

Stress Factor Count
Child had acute illness in the two weeks before death 4
Child had at least one parent who was a first generation immigrant 2
Child had history of child maltreatment as victim 8
Child had history of intimate partner violence - unknown 1
Child had history of receiving mental health services 1
Child had prior disability or chronic illness 3
Child had problems in school 1
Child has been homeless 1
Child was receiving mental health services 1
Residence overcrowded 3

Total 25

Child had acute illness in the two weeks before death

Child had at least one parent who was a first generation immigrant

Child had history of child maltreatment as victim

Child had history of intimate partner violence - unknown
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Neglect Statistics—Caregiver Stress Factors

A caregiver may have had more than one stress factor, if any.
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State Fiscal Year 2016
Stress Factor Count
Caregiver has disability or chronic illness 4
Caregiver has history of child maltreatment as victim 4
Caregiver has history of intimate partner violence as victim 5
Caregiver has history of substance abuse 14
Caregiver unemployed 8
Insufficient income 21
New residence in past 30 days 2
Residence overcrowded 3

Total 61

Caregiver 1 Stress Factors

Number of Children
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Neglect Statistics—Caregiver Stress Factors (Cont’d)

A caregiver may have had more than one stress factor, if any.
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State Fiscal Year 2016
Stress Factor Count
Caregiver has history of intimate partner violence as perpetrator 1
Caregiver has history of intimate partner violence as victim 1
Caregiver has history of substance abuse 8
Caregiver unemployed 2
Insufficient income 11
Language problem 1
New residence in past 30 days 2
Residence overcrowded 3

Total 29
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